
On September 22, 1862, President Abraham Lincoln emancipated all slaves in states still 

engaged in rebellion against the Union. Almost 3 years later, a month after the end of the Civil 

War, the news reached slaves in Texas and other states in the southwest. Although freed slaves 

began celebrating this day of freedom and emancipation in 1866, we know that our nation has 

struggled with racial equality since its inception. 155 years after first celebrating it locally, 

Juneteenth was declared a federal holiday a year ago. 

A new emancipation proclamation was released by the Supreme Court on Friday 

morning. “The opinion, in the Mississippi abortion case Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health 

Organization, …not only overturns Roe, the landmark 1973 abortion case, but also Planned 

Parenthood v. Casey, a 1992 decision that affirmed Roe.”i 

The new decision does not make abortion illegal. It does not give the unborn their due 

rights as citizens created with inalienable rights by our Creator. The court ruling instead follows 

the constitution which does not prohibit the citizens of each State from regulating or prohibiting 

abortion. In their Friday ruling, the Justices have overruled “these decisions and return that 

authority to the people and their elected representatives.”ii “But in one stroke, the court’s action 

sweeps away entrenched legal barriers, created and strictly enforced by the federal judiciary, that 

for decades have blocked states like Mississippi from heavily restricting or prohibiting the killing 

of unborn children in the womb.”iii 

“America was founded on the truth that all men and women are created equal, with God-

given rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”iv When the constitution was drafted, 

the framers did not think the inalienable right to life needed to be spelled out beyond the 

Declaration of Independence. Yet in declaring all men equal, we recognize that it took centuries 

before women were given the right to vote and African Americans were given civil rights. Truth 

sets us free even if it takes time, 100’s of years, for us to recognize it. 

Saint Paul sheds some biblical wisdom on the subject. “Brothers and sisters … you were 

called for freedom ... But do not use this freedom as an opportunity for the flesh; rather, serve 

one another through love.” The sexual revolution of the 60’s stripped away the beauty of God’s 

plan for marriage, by offering opportunities to indulge the flesh. A thoughtful reflection on our 

world today helps us to see that indulgence of the flesh has led to a new enslavement. v 

• Marital infidelity and a general lowering of moral standards is not true freedom.  

• Accustomed to the use of contraceptive methods, many men have forgotten the reverence due 

to a woman. The “Me Too Movement” sadly paints a picture of women being reduced to 

instruments for the satisfaction of man’s lustful desires.  

• Public authorities, lacking proper respect for the moral law, have sought to intervene time 

and again to strip men and woman from their marital dignity… redefining marriage… 

forcing abortions …. restricting rights of conscience… taking parental rights away form 

parents and promoting a culture of anything goes.  

 

“The transmission of human life is a most serious role in which married people 

collaborate freely and responsibly with God the Creator. It has always been a source of great joy 

to them, even though it sometimes entails many difficulties and hardships.”vi This authentic love 

entails sacrifice and abstinence. It speaks to the very question of our purpose in life …to love 

God and our neighbor and to seek his way in all things.  

We were created by God in love. We were created to exercise freedom and to choose the 

good. “Foxes have dens and birds of the sky have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to rest 

his head” (Lk 9:58).  Jesus wants to rest in our hearts, our minds, our lives. He wants to instruct 



us and guide us. He wants us to see the beauty of procreation and the beauty of marriage as God 

intended.  

Modern society now recognizes the evil of slavery. Our own day and age, has yet to 

universally accept the grave evil of abortion. What will it take? 50 years, 100 years or even 155? 

“We also recognize that this will be a turbulent time in our nation. As such, we must continue to 

pray for peace and civility throughout our country. Working together with all people of goodwill 

let us see in this moment a turning point in our work of building a culture of life and a 

civilization of love.”vii One court decision does not change the hearts and minds of people who 

ardently support abortion. 

Let us continue to promote the pro-life message. We must continue to pray for those who 

are blinded by their own prejudice. As Catholics, the emancipation of the unborn calls “for us to 

redouble our efforts to create opportunities that provide women with alternative choices to 

abortion. It is important that we surround women in difficult pregnancies with love and 

compassion as well as the services they need as mothers.”viii 

“Speak, Lord, your servant is listening; you have the words of everlasting life” (1 Sm 3:9; 

Jn 6:68c). 
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